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Principle #5 – Work: Take Responsibility
Note: In this and future documents, the pdf files will contain live hypertext links to enable easier
access to the resources listed. Previous documents have been updated too.
I have archived previous principles and will save future principles at this URL:
http://www.selfrelianceclub.com/srp.html
In the last few weeks, I have had the opportunity to teach the 3rd hour combined lesson in the YSA
Branch and the R1 HP group lesson on the topic of self-reliance. I have linked the lesson presentation
and all of the handout attachments for your convenience
http://www.selfrelianceclub.com/Self-Reliance%20Presentation.pdf
This site also contains other self-reliance resources, some not found anywhere else.
The church focuses on 12 principles of employment self-reliance, as found in the newly developed
booklet, My Foundation: Principles, Skills, Habits.
Other Booklets available:
Leader Guide
My Path
Starting and Growing My Business
My Job Search
Education for Better Work
I wish to help you focus on the elements of Employment as it is fundamental to achieving most of the
other elements. As a service, periodically, I will send information to stake and unit leaders about one of
the twelve principles. Someone is available to teach in your unit for Sunday lessons on self-reliance,
employment, etc.
Attention Youth Leaders: Now is an important time in the lives of youth to develop a good work ethic
and learn the basic principles of self-reliance. I am available to teach youth lessons on self-reliance,
employment, self-employment, etc. if desired.

Ezra Taft Benson
April Conference, 1965 - Ensign, May 1965
For years we have been counseled to have on hand a year's supply of food, Yet there are some
today who would not start storing until the Church comes out with a detailed monthly home
storage program. Now suppose that never happens? We still cannot say we have not been
told.
Should the Lord decide at this time to cleanse the Church...a famine in this land of one year's
duration could wipe out a large percentage of slothful members, including some ward and stake
officers. Yet we cannot say we have not been warned.

Victor L. Brown
October Conference 1980
Ensign, Nov. 1980, p. 79 – 81
Our concern and the thrust of my message, which has been repeated from this pulpit many
times, is that the welfare program rests on the basic principle of personal and family
preparedness, not on Church preparedness. We are concerned that because the Church
program includes production projects, canneries, bishops' storehouses, Deseret Industries, and
other visible activities, our people are mistakenly led to believe these things replace the need for
them to provide for themselves. This simply is not so.
It would appear that in altogether too many cases the teachings about preparedness have been
either misunderstood or knowingly rejected. Many of our members appear to feel that when
difficulty comes, the Church will come to their aid, even when they could have prepared
themselves had their priorities been appropriate.
References:
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Sincerely,
Michael J. Goodwin
Stake Employment Specialist
Rockford Illinois Stake
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